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Decided at the FBS Educational Affairs Committee on March 7, 2025

Q&A on "Conditions for Conducting the Preliminary Defense" in the "Requirements for Doctoral Degree
Application Eligibility, Conditions for Conducting Preliminary Defense, and Review Procedures".

(Excerpt)
[Conditions for Conducting the Preliminary Defense]

In order to undergo the Preliminary Defense, the applicant must have submitted an international original
paper as the first author (co-first authorship is also acceptable) and received at least one round of comments

from reviewers.

No [Question Answer
Yes, it is acceptable even if the paper has been
. . . _|rejected, as long as reviewer comments have been
As long as reviewer comments have been received, is . o .
1 it acceptable even if the paper has been rejected? received. However, it is not acceptable if the paper
’ was rejected at the editor level without being sent to
reviewers.
The paper is under peer review, but | am not sure if all
reviewer comments will be available by the date of the L o
o o Yes, it is acceptable to conduct the Preliminary
2|Preliminary Defense. In that case, can the Preliminary

Defense be conducted if comments from some of the
reviewers have been received?

Defense.

| am planning to submit my paper to a high-impact
journal, which may take a long time to be accepted.
Therefore, | am also considering submitting and
publishing a preprint on BioRxiv at the same time. If
the preprint is published on BioRxiv, can the
Preliminary Defense be conducted?

It is necessary to receive reviewer comments.
Publishing a preprint on platforms such as BioRxiv
alone is not sufficient to conduct the Preliminary
Defense.

| transferred into the third year of the doctoral program
at FBS. Before transferring, | was in a master’s

4|Program at another university (graduate school), and

my paper was accepted during that time. Does this
achievement satisfy the requirements for conducting
the Preliminary Defense?

A paper published before enroliment at FBS cannot
be used to satisfy the requirements.

Regarding the "international original paper" required
for conducting the Preliminary Defense, are there any
restrictions on article Categories or formats within
journals?

For example, would a paper published in a category
other than "Regular Article" or "Article," such as
"Methods and Protocols," also meet the
requirements?

The "international original paper" required for
conducting the Preliminary Defense must meet the
following two criteria:

(1) It must represent a major part of your dissertation.
(2) It must be a full paper.

As long as these conditions are satisfied, papers
focusing on the development of new technologies
(e.g., articles in the "Resources" section of Cell Press
journals) , etc. are acceptable.

However, papers that simply extract methodological
details from your dissertation, or reports limited to the
creation of a new transgenic mouse used in your
research, with little new academic insight, will not be
accepted.

| already have one published paper, but it is different
from the paper | am currently preparing to submit.
During the Consultations Prior to the Preliminary
Defense, | presented both the published paper and
the paper | am planning to submit.

If I do not receive reviewer comments for the new
paper by the Preliminary Defense, can | use the
already published paper to meet the requirements for
conducting the Preliminary Defense?

First, the published paper must be an international
original paper with you as the first author (co-first
authorship is also acceptable).

Additionally, the paper must be included as a major
part of your dissertation. For example, if your
dissertation consists of two parts—Part 1 based on
the published paper and Part 2 based on the paper
currently being prepared for submission—it would be
acceptable.




